THE    LAST   DAYS   OF   THE   WAR

By that afternoon the Cartagena rising was almost completely
subdued. Our only cause for uneasiness was the action of the fleet,
which had set off for an unknown destination. We little thought,
however, that it had gone never to return, thus depriving the
central zone of an important means of resistance, and a valuable
aid if we should be faced with the unfortunate necessity of
evacuating the population.

A meeting of the Cabinet had been called to discuss the general
lines of the speech which the Prime Minister was to broadcast
on the following day. In this speech the Government's position
in regard to the peace question, and the steps taken to obtain an
armistice free from persecutions and reprisals, were to be clearly
stated. The majority of the ministers telephoned the Prime
Minister and me from Madrid, urging us to take a 'plane to
the capital, and saying that General Gasado was of the opinion
that a meeting of the Cabinet in Madrid would help to allay
the nervous excitement which had taken hold of the people
during the last few hours, and especially after the news of the
Cartagena rising. But the very fact that the suggestion came
from General Casado decided Dr. Negrfn to send an aeroplane to
Madrid, in order to* bring the ministers to his residence some
thirty miles from Alicante.

There were abundant reasons to distrust the persistent sugges-
tions that the Government should meet in Madrid. Ever since
the early hours of that morning the Prime Minister and Defence
Minister had been asking Generals Miaja and Casado to come
and assist them in carrying out measures rendered advisable by
events in Cartagena, but in spite of these continuous requests,
neither of the two Generals had called on Dr. Negrin or given any
satisfactory explanation for their delay. The explanation was to
be forthcoming a few hours later.

The Cabinet meeting broke up for dinner. In the dining-room
of the Presidency were gathered all the ministers, General
Matallana, Chief of General Staff (the only member of the
military High Command present), and General Cordon, Under-
secretary of War, with their respective assistants, when we were
suddenly startled by news from Valencia that an attack on the
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